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Vanished Smile: The Mysterious Theft of the Mona Lisa 

R.A. Scotti 
 

Summary, author information and interview, and discussion questions can be found at  
http://www.rtlibrary.org/vanished%20smile.pdf  
 

More discussion questions can be found at 
http://www.stlc.nsw.gov.au/site/files/ul/data_text12/1617835.pdf.  
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Journalist and writer. Providence Journal, copy kid, feature writer; Star-Ledger, Newark, 
NJ, features editor, 1967-68; Chapter & Verse, Ink (independent publisher), cofounder, 
1999--. 

Born December 25, 1946, in Providence, RI; daughter of Ciro O. (a physician) and Rita 
(in business) Scotti; children: Francesca E.M. Chigounis, Ciro E.D. Chigounis 
(deceased). Education: Loyola University, B.S., 1965. Religion: Roman Catholic. 
Avocational Interests: Traveling to Italy. Addresses: Homeoffice: New York, NY. E-mail: 
chapverseink@aol.com. 
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R.A. Scotti on Vanished Smile 
Mona Lisa is the most famous face in the world, yet 
few among the thousands who flock to the Louvre to 
see her every day know that she was ever stolen. 
Who pinched Mona Lisa--and why? 

The most surprising facts in the case: 

1. 98 years ago, Mona Lisa vanished from the wall 
of the Louvre Museum. 

2. No one noticed for more than 24 hours. 

3. Pablo Picasso was a prime suspect in the theft. 

4. Her mysterious disappearance made Mona Lisa the most famous wanted woman in 
the world. 

4. Mona Lisa remained missing for more than 2 years and was presumed lost forever. 

5. A letter signed “Leonardo” led police to the lost painting. 

6. Almost 100 years later, the brazen crime remains unsolved. --R.A. Scotti 
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For your discussion we suggest taking a few prints with you!  See next page. 



 


